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Romans 5:20

And the Law came in that the transgression might increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.

How can God be so gracious to us as sinners?  How can grace abound when sin increases?

Answer is in an incredible spiritual truth: Word became flesh.

John 1:14
The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
If you were writing an account about the life of Jesus, how would you begin? Most people would begin chronologically: with His birth. Others might start with His most exciting miracle and then tell how Jesus came to that point. Still others might begin with the cross, and with that introduction go back and tell His entire story. John does none of these things.  John starts from way in the beginning…
John 1:1 – Genesis 1:1

In the beginning…

John 1:3-4 = Genesis 1:3

Light

Word – Logos vs. Rhema
Logos – masculine noun.  Divine expression (Intelligence) that can be understood in human terms.   
We as humans cannot comprehend who God is but who He is expressed through His Son, Logos.

Logos denotes the essential Word of God, Jesus Christ, the personal wisdom and power in union with God, his minister in creation and government of the universe, the cause of all the world's life both physical and ethical, which for the procurement of man's salvation put on human nature in the person of Jesus the Messiah, the second person in the Godhead, and shone forth conspicuously from His words and deeds. 
A Greek philosopher named Heraclitus first used the term Logos around 600 B.C. to designate the divine reason or plan which coordinates a changing universe.
Incredible spiritual truth.

John refutes docetism (dokeo – to seem) – heresy in 1st century with a point of view that denied the true humanity of Jesus.  One of the earliest Christian sectarian doctrines, affirming that Christ did not have a real or natural body during his life on earth but only an apparent or phantom one.
1 John 4:2-3

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.

2 John 7

For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.

What is the big deal?  

This denial of a true incarnation meant that Jesus did not truly suffer on the cross and that He did not rise from the dead.
Also, deals a huge blow for us in terms of being like Jesus and following Him.

If Jesus was just fully God then how can I ever attempt to be like Him since I am a mere man?  All our attempts at Christ-likeness would be futile and as we would need to be deity.

The Word became flesh.  He came to be with us.  Immanuel.

He came to suffer with us.  Live among us.  Breathe the air, eat the food, and experience life – the good, the bad, and the ugly.

He encountered it all.

2 Corinthians 5:21

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Hebrews 4:14-16

Therefore since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but  One who has been tempted in  all things as we are, yet without sin.  Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Compassion that flows out of experience.

Speaking at friend’s church with a college student who tried to commit suicide.

Prayer meeting of Fuller missionaries.

When sin increases grace abounds all the more.
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